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  October 2020 

On Stewardship 

By now you should have received a letter from our Stewardship Committee. So you were probably already 
expecting to see something from me – and here it is. If you did not receive your stewardship letter or have 
any questions, please contact the church office. You will also find information from the Stewardship Com-
mittee elsewhere in this newsletter. 

God has given us, with all generosity, every good gift. Our very lives and resources have come down, as we 
read in James 1, from God, the Father of Lights. When we chose to express our Christian discipleship by 
uniting with the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church, we committed to supporting the church with 
our gifts; our time and treasure. This offering of our gifts is our grateful response to God’s gifts of grace and 
mercy. 

Despite the pandemic situation, this is a time of promise for our church. I am excited to be with you and en-
couraged by the commitment this congregation has for one another. I am eager to work together with you 
to fulfill the mission of First Presbyterian Church, to provide opportunities for all God’s people to worship 
joyfully, grow in faith, reach out to community and world, care for our church family, and be good stewards 
of God’s gifts. 

Sailboat Church 

Many of you have joined in the reading of this book together and I have enjoyed hearing your reflections. 
We continue with a short weekly discussion in Bible Study and you will receive weekly email summaries and 
reflections from me. It slipped my mind in worship last Sunday, but my intent is to have a brief mention dur-
ing worship as well. As I have said many times, the purpose of reading the book is not because there is any-
thing wrong that we need to correct. In fact, there is fine ministry happening here already. I consider the 
book to be a good resource to check our bearings along this journey of faith we are sharing in together. 

Visits 

If you are comfortable with having me come for a visit, please contact me via email, phone, or at the church. 
I feel as if we are at a point where we can safely visit. We can ‘mask up’ and have an opportunity to get to 
know one another face-to-face. I completely understand and respect anyone who is not ready for this type 
of contact and there are some living facilities where outside visitors are not yet permitted. In any event, we 
will all be together sometime in the future. 

+ grace and peace, 

Pastor Joe 

Worship services are available both in the sanctuary and online. 
Please contact the church office for access to the online worship option. 

Please click here to check the church website. 
Please click here to see the church calendar. 

http://www.firstpresbyterianfairborn.org
http://www.firstpresbyterianfairborn.org/0-calendar.htm
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COSI refunded money for the two programs originally 

scheduled. Montessori School program is going well. 

Senior Center plans to open in late September. Meal sta-

tus is unclear. Diane will clarify with the director. The 

Peace and Global Witness offering will be collected Octo-

ber 4. Inserts and envelopes will be placed in the bulle-

tin. Darrel and Julie are working on our own version of 

Crop Walk since the official one was canceled. Julie is 

researching a way to host some type of Trick or Treat for 

Halloween. 

Deacons: No action items. The meeting minutes were 

received for review and information.  

Nominating Committee:  No Report.  

Operations: No action items, information only: Bushes 

and trees were removed or trimmed. There was a 

plumbing issue in the CE wing due to clogged sink; cost 

to repair was shared with Montessori school.  

Stewardship:  Stewardship appeal letter with pledge 

card was mailed on September 24. Sunday bulletins in 

October will have a stewardship article.  Dedication Sun-

day is November 1. Wrap-up articles planned for Novem-

ber and December Lifelines.   

Presbytery Report: Ken Gadd provided an overview of 

the meeting. New officers were elected. Grant money is 

available through the synod. The next meeting is Satur-

day, November 14, via Zoom. At the November meeting 

the budget will be submitted for approval.  

Calendar: Session reviewed the October calendar which 

is published on the church website. 

Adult Christian Education News 
Wednesday Bible Study meets on Wednesday at 2:00pm in the sanctuary. The study con-

sists of discussion on the sermon text for the next Sunday as well as topics from the book, 

Sailboat Church. 

(From Pastor Joe) I recommend the book, Sailboat Church, as an encouragement and a reminder. To me, the 

tone of the book is similar to the letter the Apostle Paul wrote to the church at Rome, in Rome. Paul tells the 

church that he feels confident about them and wanted to remind them a few things about being followers 

of Jesus Christ. Friends, there is nothing wrong with our church that needs to be fixed. But we, like the first 

and following disciples, need reminders that the ministry of Jesus Christ continues in the world 

despite any human frailty or shortcoming because we are powered by God to do it. 

If you are still reading the book, please continue. Also, each day, please read one of the reflections 

found in the section,  “The 40 Days of Prayer”, beginning on page 112.  The group began with “Day 

One” on September 23rd.  You will receive an email from me on Friday with a weekly reflection .    

 

Our September session meeting was a hybrid 

meeting, five attending in person and four 

attending using Zoom video conferencing. 

Pastor Joe called the meeting to order with an 

opening prayer. As part of our Spiritual Leader-

ship Development, Pastor Joe led us through a 

brief discussion related to our study of the      

Sailboat Church.  

The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The 

roll of total members is 106 following a clarifica-

tion of members on the inactive roll. 

Troy distributed the Financial Report prepared by 

Carolyn McMillan. YTD as of 08/31/2020:  

Income $132,732.67; Expenses $148,650.97;  

Net -$15,918.30.  

Session approved: 

 August 2020 minutes. 

 July 2020 minutes. 

 Treasurer’s Report. 

 Sunday, October 18, 2020 the next regular 

meeting date.  

Committee Reports: 

CLS: No action items, information only. Fairborn 

Primary School mission on hold due to COVID-19.   

 

Clerk’s 

Corner 

Session Recap 

September 20, 2020 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

It’s October already and I love to see the changing of the leaves and feeling the cooler temperatures in the 

morning, while enjoying the beautiful sunny afternoons. 

The building is humming with activity and we all couldn’t be happier.  The students from the Montessori 

school keep us entertained.  We love to watch them play outside.  I  overheard them say they are going to 

paint bricks and build a beautiful garden outside.  They are also planting bulbs near the old Narthex so we 

can enjoy beautiful flowers in the Spring.  One of my children’s personal favorite times is when the teachers 

read to them outside.   They enjoy hearing the stories along with the students.   

Sunday morning services are a special time for all of us also.  Hearing Pastor Joe and seeing the congregation 

enjoy worshiping together was a special time we missed all those months the building was closed.  They are 

all still wearing masks, but I know there are big smiles underneath when they greet their friends from across 

the room.   

I have heard there will be a special Halloween event in the church parking lot on the afternoon of October 

31.  A Trunk or Treat!  YAY!  How much fun will we have seeing these kids coming to get candy from us and 

enjoying themselves like all children should be able to do?  I hope a lot of you will join us as we 

provide this activity to show our young people that we love and care about them.  Of course, 

masks will still be required if we can’t stay socially distanced from the children, but so worth it. 

As always, please enjoy the joy and beauty that this special time of year offers.  Remember that 

God is always with us and loves us all!   ~Ecclesial Mouse 

Trunk-or-Treat 

Saturday October 31, 2:00-4:00 pm 

in the church parking lot 
 

Please join us for some fun with our very first 

Trunk-or-Treat! Come in costume (or not), dec-

orate your car (or not), and bring treats 

(definitely) for the kids.  There may even be a 

prize for the most spirited (number of 

ghosts??) participant.  Be part of a new tradi-

tion!  See Julie Brown for more information. 
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Moses was the first person 

with a tablet downloading   

data from the cloud 

 
 
 
 
 
The first pew in the choir loft is dedicated to 
Denise LoCicéro for almost 21 years of service 
to our church.   Thank you Denise! 

Julie Brown, Cathy Gagnon, Cindy Bowen, Bob Hendrix, 

and Diane Sondergelt are hard at work preparing dinner 

for the guests at St. Vincent’s. 

       OUR CHURCH CROP WALK 

          October 11, 12:00 noon 

Although the Fairborn Crop Walk is 

cancelled due to the pandemic, we 

will have our own walk and ask for 

donations.  You may walk at your own 

pleasure or meet me at the church at 

12:00 noon to walk. We will maintain 

CDC requirements during the walk. 

There is a box for donations in the lower narthex.  For 

those of you who are worshiping at home, you may mail 

a check (payable to CWS/CROP) to the church.  

With the worldwide pandemic, there is even a greater 

number of people needing help. Someone around the 

world will eat, have clothing, have shelter, and have 

clean drinking water because of you. Many lives will be 

made better because of you. Please donate if you can. 

Thank you, 

Darrel Leister 

Did you know?? 
Did you know that there is a 

Facebook page, “Adopt-A-

Teacher, Fairborn”, where 

teachers in Fairborn can post 

wish lists of things they need 

for their classrooms?  Did 

you know that our church has a mission pro-

ject, “Caring for Kids”?  What do these two 

things have in common?  Both were created 

to help teachers get things they need without 

spending their own money. 

CLS will use their budget and monies donated 

specifically for this mission to purchase items 

from the teacher wish lists such as crayons, 

Legos, books, and games. 

If you would like to help teachers in Fairborn 

and need help with Facebook, please contact 

Julie Brown or Pastor Joe.  If you would like to 

make a donation for this mission, please mark 

the contribution, “Caring for Kids”, and that 

money will be used specifically for this mis-

sion. Thank you for your continued support! 
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Happy Birthday! 

Oct   4 Leslie Sommer 

      6 Jim McMillan 

7 Frank Eastep 

Kathleen Seewer 

12 Nancy Smith 

15 Michael Seewer 

16 Pat Kelsey 

18 Scott King  

19 Joyce Leister 

20 Dixie Jenkins 

23 Judy Myers 

     Roland Sommer 

29 Mary Ellen Hill 

30 Jane Bigelow 

Vesta Warthman 

31 Julie Brown 

Nov 4 Lloyd Gehring 

Lowell Rust 

SCHOOL PANTRY SHOPPING GUIDE (JANUARY 2020) 

Kind and generous friends, again this school year there  
is a need at Fairborn Schools for food and other items 
for students in transitory housing.  When you go shop-
ping for yourself and your own family, think of these 
students and their families. 

1. FOOD (nonperishable/microwavable) such as: 
Breakfast bars 
Pop Tarts 
Cereal cups or single-serving packaging 
Canned soup 
Cookies 
Crackers 
Chips 
Cracker sandwiches (peanut butter or cheese) 
Fruit cups 
Fruit or vegetable juice 
Mac & cheese cups 
Peanut butter 
Jams, jellies 
Pudding cups 
Pasta cups w/sauce & meat (e.g. Chef Boyardee) 
Single serve meals (e.g. Hormel “Compleat”) 
Snack bars (e.g. Granola, Trail Mix) 
Tuna or chicken packets 
2.  Body wash, laundry & dishwashing detergents, toi-
let paper, paper towels, lip balm (e.g. Chapstick), 
shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes. 

Please leave your donation in one of the designated 
containers in the lower narthex.  If you want to docu-
ment your donation, complete a “blue sheet” with re-
ceipts attached for the Financial Secretary. Forms and 
assistance are available in the church office. 
THANK YOU! 

Hello First Presbyterian Church!  
We at Fairborn City Schools are so grateful 
for your support during these difficult times.  
So far this year, 58 of our students have been 
identified as homeless, and it is only the 
third week of school. The need is great.  Any 
help you could provide would be greatly appreciated.  We 
desperately need cleaning supplies, laundry soap, dish 
soap, and non-perishable food items.  

Thank you so much for your help! 
Bristen Wells, McKinney-Vento Homeless  
Education Liaison, Fairborn City Schools. 
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October 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
10:15 am  

Worship  with 
Communion
(service only) 

5 6 7 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study Sanctuary 

8 
2:15 pm           

CLS Meeting 
Board Room 

9 10 

11 
10:15 am  
Worship  

(service only) 
 

           12:00 pm 
   Crop 
    Walk 

12 
1:00 pm     

Cook at St. Vin-
cent's  

13 14 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study Sanctuary 

15 16 17 

18 
10:15 am  
Worship  

(service only) 
11:30 Session 

meeting 

19 20 21 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study Sanctuary 

22 23 24 

25 
10:15 am  
Worship  

(service only) 

26 27 28 
2:00 pm           

Adult Bible 
Study Sanctuary 

29 30 31 

2:00-4:00 pm  
Trunk or Treat 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 
Communion is served the first Sunday of the month 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 
Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Office Hours: Wednesday - Friday, 10 am - 2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
   Email Address:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 

Website:  firstpresbyterianfairborn.org 
Phone: 937-878-3954   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan, 

Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt  

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first 
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items 
may be brought in any Sunday and placed in 
the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 
 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 

Articles for the November Lifeline need  

to be  in the office by October 28. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_____________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 

http://www.firstpresbyterianfairborn.org/

